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Abstract

This study tends to highlight the political role of the city of Rakhma
during the conflict between Saba and Himyar in the third century AD. This
will be done through inscriptions, some of which have been published, and
others that are published for the first time and are taken from the study site itself.
The study touched on the location of Rakhma and its name among travelers
and dictionaries, and followed the conflict between Saba and Himyar in the
third century AD in the Harmah field, and highlighted the role of Rakhma in
that conflict as it is one of the closest areas to Dhamar, which had battles over
the years between Saba and Himyar. The importance of this study lies in the
fact that it tackles two main points published for the first time: First: The
residence of the Himyarite viceroy, Karb al-Ayfa’ in Rakhma, who was
nicknamed (Mugqtawi), as the Himyarite battalions set out from Rakhma under
his leadership to subjugate some areas and annex them to Himyar. Second: The
publication of a group of horse stables inscribed in Musnad that removed all
doubt about the place of raising the Maithami horses in Wadi MaithaBarkhma,
which is what the Maithami horse inscription spoke about. The research ends
with the following important results: The Harmah field is a group of military
forts that were fortified by the Himyarites to be the first line of defense for their
capital, Dhofar, as Rakhmah was the last military fort to fall into the hands of
the Sabaeans after the Viceroy and the Himyarite battalions were besieged in it

and then a truce and peace was entered into with the Sabaean state.

Keywords: Rakhma, Harmah field, Sabaecan-Himyarite conflict, Dhamar
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